

people to the polls:
Swirl takes a stand against voter intimidation & suppression

Swirl, Inc.’s first national challenge
Recognizing the need to break down the institutional barriers that prevent many Americans in communities of color from becoming politically engaged and active, this election season, Swirl, Inc. is launching an array of new initiatives to increase voter participation and encourage civic engagement in communities of color across the country.  
Join in on Swirl’s challenge! Whether you are in Boston, Biloxi, or the Bay Area…the contest begins now. Do you think you can rise to the top to become THE Swirlie with the highest number of people registered for Election 2004? (scream “YES!” and contact us now! ()

it’s simple.
1. Email VOTE@swirlinc.org by Friday, 9.17.04 to confirm your participation in the contest. Include your full name and the city and state in which you live. Make the effort to forward this information on and encourage others to participate as well. Those not previously involved with Swirl are equally encouraged to participate! 
2. Get the “National Mail Voter Registration Form – For Public Use” (with specific instructions by state) at: http://www.eac.gov/register_vote_forms.asp. Spanish version: http://www.eac.gov/register_vote_forms_sp.asp.
3. Get acquainted with Voting FAQs! 

-about the “National Mail Voter Registration Form”: http://www.fec.gov/votregis/faqs_about_national_mail_form02.htm
-about voting procedures: http://www.eac.gov/faq.asp?format=none
-about the candidates, registration, voter eligibility and more (specific to NYC, so make sure to research any rules that may apply to your specific area):  http://www.nypl.org/links/index.cfm?Trg=1&d1=1692&d3=Voter%20Information
4. Get informed on voting trends in communities of color: http://www.swirlinc.org/issues.htm.
5. Collect forms and send to your local Board of Elections. Check back to http://www.fec.gov/votregis/pdf/nvra.pdf for the correct addresses to mail completed forms to. Remember, you will be taking on a responsibility for another person and should be willing to follow through. Make sure you send EVERY form you collect! Keep track by having each new registrant sign in on the following form as proof that they registered with you (1 person will equal 1 point). Remember, we are all working on an honor system! ( 
6. Report back once a week to VOTE@swirlinc.org to keep SwirlNYC’s advocacy committee (the administrators of the contest) updated on your total count. 

7. Keep an eye out for weekly challenges from VOTE@swirlinc.org. If you are able to accomplish challenges in addition to the registering you are doing, you will receive bonus points! In these weekly challenges, we will also let you know how all of the challengers are doing.
8. Send your final count and all sign-ins to Swirl, Inc., postmarked by Friday, 10.22.04
(find mailing address at the bottom of form below).

9. The WINNER of the contest will be announced on 10.26.04, and will receive a Swirl surprise package soon after! 
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The following people have registered to vote with _________________________________________!









         your name here

Name




Signature


Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please send all forms to Swirl at 

Swirl, Inc., 244 Fifth Avenue, Suite J230, New York, NY 10001-7604
get out there and join Swirl’s efforts in making a difference for Election 2004!


